Uganda Manufacturers Association Recent CSR Activities. (by Joseph Kyalimpa Training consultant)
Brief on Uganda Manufacturers association.
Uganda Manufacturers Association is cooperating with USAID through the Emerging Markets Group-Health Initiatives in the Private Sector (EMG- HIPS Project). HIPS-Project (2007-2010) works with the Ugandan business community to find cost-effective ways to ensure access to vital health services by company employees, their dependants and the surrounding community members. The project’s goal is to provide technical assistance to design and implement comprehensive workplace health programmes to maximize access to HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis (TB), malaria prevention and treatment services and to provide Reproductive Health (RH) and Family Planning (FP) knowledge to the people at the workplace
This year 2008 the UMA together with the HIPS project have strengthened the initiatives at the secretariat by carrying out a number of activities  

The first activity is carrying out a study to assess the involvement of the private sector in care and support for  orphans and other vulnerable children and in reproductive health service delivery in Uganda’ A preliminary survey was carried out in in 37 UMA member companies, The data was analysed and the first draft report written. The findings reveal the following: 89% of companies involve in CSR, of these, 50% involve in OVC activities. Of the 89% which involve in CSR, 34% involve themselves in Reproductive Health programs. Of the 37 companies, 10 companies have been identified as having the best practices and an in-depth study will be conducted to enable these companies elaborate their practices. The 10 best practicing companies are Fiduga Limited, Uganda Clays Limited, DFCU Group, Kampala Pharmaceuticals Limited, Bangkek Technical Services in Jinja, Kakira Sugar works, Hima Cement Limited, Kinyara Sugar Works  Dunavant and , 
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The second activity was peer education training targeting employees of our member companies. The main objective of the training  was to equip participants with information and skills to communicate accurately and strategically about HIV/AIDS, malaria, TB and Family Planning. A three (3) days course was conducted in Mbarara area and 39 participants from three (27) companies attended. A similat course was conducted in Tororo and was attended by 29 participants from Tororo cement Limited, Bestlines Limied and Tilda Ugaba Limited,

The peer educators in Western Uganda have an association (The UMA-Western Uganda Peer Educators Association- UMA-WUPEA) This association was formed in January 2007 after the UMA training which was supported by the Business Part Project. UMA-WUPEA has been an important instrument in sensitising companies and other organisation about HIV/AIDS. After this training UMA-WUPEA will expand its services to cover Family Planning and malaria.

Peer Educators from Tororo Cement Industries Limited who were previously trained by UMA and HIPS attending a briefing session before deployment to health education  tents during a Health fair in Tororo. (UMA photo)
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Mbarara training- Members of the winning team ‘Bulls’ Prepare to receive a gift after the training.  (Other teams formed during the course were Star, Zebra, Apple and Rock) -UMA photo
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‘Bulls’ now raise the gift with the assistance of the guest of Honour Mr. Johnson Okili the GM of Lake View Hotel -(UMA photo)
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Peer Education bags are given out after the training by Bugingo James (from Dairibord Uganda) the Course Chairman (UMA photo)
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#
Joseph Kyalimpa, the UMA Training Consultant and CSR Project coordinator Sresses a point during the Peer Edocators Training IN Mbarar (UMA Photo)
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The third activity was conducting a Health Fair in the eastern region. The fair was hosted by Tororo Cement Industries. In the Health Fair over 1056 people were sensitised directly. 206 people attended the VCT. 71 were from our member companies in the the eastern region 

The four activity was a Western Region networking conference which was held at lake view in Mbarara on  29th May 2008 at the at the opening of the West Region Trade Fair This conference culminated in a business net working dinner which was attended by 100 executives from 60 companies. 
 In the HIV Prevention tent during a health fair in Tororo, a community member is sensitised (UMA photo)
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A community member attends a counselling Session during a health fair in Tororo (UMA photo)
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Community members and workers of Tororo Cement Industries Limited  wait to  be counselled. (UMA photo)
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A client being tested in the Tororo Health Fair (UMA photo)
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The fourth activity was holding an environmental sensitisation day in Jinja. This was held on August 31st 2008. It was an event where companies gathered to sensitise the Jinja community on the event was hosted by Jinja Municipal Council and all the major companies in Jinja participated. 
(Pictures to be sent later).
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