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EAC COMMON MARKET NEGOTIATIONS UPDATE
The 6th round of the negotiations of the EAC Common Market Protocol was held in Rubavu, Rwanda at the Lake Kivu Serena Hotel on 1 – 10 December 2008.  The Meeting was attended by Members of the High Level Task Force (HLTF) from all the Partner States. 
Outstanding issues
The meeting deliberated on a number of outstanding  issues from the  previous rounds of the  negotiations of the Protocol, among them Harmonisation and Mutual Recognition of Academic and Professional Qualifications; Equal Treatment of Companies and Firms; Residence Permit; Free Movement of Services; Competition  and Consumer  Welfare; and  Common Transport  Policy. 
Free movement of services
On the issues that were outstanding with regard to  the provisions  of Establishment  of Right  of Free Movement of Services, the meeting  agreed  that Partner States shall implement  the provisions  in accordance  with schedules  adopted  by the EAC Council of Ministers  at the   entry into force of the  Protocol;  the Partner States  shall submit to the Council  at the  signature  of the Protocol their schedules on free movement of services ; such schedules  shall indicate  any sectors  that may not be  subject  to the right of  to supply  or  consume services ; and  any such  schedule shall  contain  a programme  in the prescribed  format  for  progressive elimination  of any restrictions  or discriminatory  measures  that may affect  services  and service suppliers of other Partner States. 
Common Social Policy 
The Common Social Policy  shall be “to promote  and protect  decent  work  and  improving  conditions  for sustainable  social  development in the community”. The Partner States shall adhere to, among others, the  promotion  of good governance, rule  of law and social justice; promotion  of and protection  of human and peoples’ rights; promotion of  equal opportunities and gender equality; promotion  and protection  of the  right of marginalized  and vulnerable  groups; equal  pay  for equal work;  and elimination of all  forms of discrimination. 
Environmental management. 
Environmental management would be governed  by the existing  EAC  Protocol on Environment  and Natural Resources Management, Protocol  for the Sustainable Development  of Lake Victoria Basin, Customs Union Protocol;  and , to this extent,  Partner states  shall develop common policies in  regard  to emerging  issues  on environment. 
Statistics

The meeting adopted provisions  for cooperation  in statistics  emphasizing the need  for the availability  of  relevant,  timely  and reliable  statistical  data  for sound decision making and effective  service  delivery  in the Community.  
Research and technology 
The meeting agreed to promote  cooperation in Research and Technology development with the objective  to “promote market-led  research, technological development  and adaptation of technologies  in the Community  to support  the  sustainable  production of goods and services and  enhance  international competitiveness”.  Among  the provisions , the meeting agreed  the Partner States  shall  disseminate  and optimize  the results  of  activities  in  research, technological  development  and demonstration as well to promote  and facilitate  technology  transfer, acquisition and dissemination; and , to this extent,  harness the role  of the East African  Science and Technology  Commission. 
Way Forward

In preparation for the outstanding work for the negotiations, the Meeting requested the EAC Secretariat to prepare draft provisions on the following: SPS and TBT; Agriculture and industrialisation; Safeguard measures as an omnibus clause; and Establishment of an EAC Development Fund.
The meeting agreed to handle the following agenda items at its next meeting scheduled for 26th January – 4th February 2009 in Kisumu, Kenya: Outstanding Issues; Roadmap for Developing Annexes to the EAC Common Market Protocol; Consideration of Schedules on Trade in Services for the Common Market Protocol; Institutional Reforms of the Community; Intellectual Property Rights; and Other Provisions.
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